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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ORGANIC ACT
[39 Stat. 535; 16 U.S.C. 1, 2, 3, and 4]

[As Amended Through P.L. 108-352, Enacted October 21, 2004]

[Currency: This publication is a compilation of the text of chapter 408 of the 64th
congress. It was last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended
Through note above and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and
reflects current law through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/1]

[Note: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents.
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).1

CHAP. 408.—AN ACT To establish a National Park Service, and for other
purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, [16 U.S.C. 1]
That there is hereby created in the Department of the Interior a
service to be called the National Park Service, which shall be under
the charge of a director, who shall be appointed by the President,
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. The Director
shall have substantial experience and demonstrated competence in
land management and natural or cultural resource conservation.
The Director shall select two Deputy Directors. The first Deputy
Director shall have responsibility for National Park Service oper-
ations, and the second Deputy Director shall have responsibility for
other programs assigned to the National Park Service. There shall
also be appointed by the Secretary the following assistants and
other employees at the salaries designated: One assistant director,
at $2,500 per annum; one chief clerk, at $2,000 per annum; one
draftsman, at $1,800 per annum; one messenger, at $600 per
annum; and, in addition thereto, such other employees as the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall deem necessary: Provided, That not
more than $8,100 annually shall be expended for salaries of ex-
perts, assistants, and employees within the District of Columbia
not herein specifically enumerated unless previously authorized by
law. The service thus established shall promote and regulate the
use of the Federal areas known as national parks, monuments, and
reservations hereinafter specified by such means and measures as
conform to the fundamental purpose of the said parks, monuments,
and reservations, which purpose is to conserve the scenery and the
natural and historic objects and the wild life therein and to provide
for the enjoyment of the same in such manner and by such means
as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future genera-
tions.
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Sec. 2 A. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ORGANIC ACT 2

SEcC. 2. [16 U.S.C. 2] That the director shall, under the direc-
tion of the Secretary of the Interior, have the supervision, manage-
ment, and control of the several national parks and national monu-
ments which are now under the jurisdiction of the Department of
the Interior, and of the Hot Springs Reservation! in the State of
Arkansas, and of such other national parks and reservations of like
character as may be hereafter created by Congress: Provided, That
in the supervision, management, and control of national monu-
ments contiguous to national forests the Secretary of Agriculture
may cooperate with said National Park Service to such extent as
may be requested by the Secretary of the Interior.

SEC. 3. [16 U.S.C. 3] That the Secretary of the Interior shall
make and publish such rules and regulations as he may deem nec-
essary or proper for the use and management of the parks, monu-
ments, and reservations under the jurisdiction of the National Park
Service, and any violation of any of the rules and regulations au-
thorized by this Act shall be punished by a fine of not more than
$500 or imprisonment for not exceeding six months, or both, and
be adjudged to pay all cost of the proceedings. He may also, upon
terms and conditions to be fixed by him, sell or dispose of timber
in those cases where in his judgment the cutting of such timber is
required in order to control the attacks of insects or diseases or
otherwise conserve the scenery or the natural or historic objects in
any such park, monument, or reservation. He may also provide in
his discretion for the destruction of such animals and of such plant
life as may be detrimental to the use of any of said parks, monu-
ments, or reservations. No natural,! curiosities, wonders, or objects
of interest shall be leased, rented, or granted to anyone on such
terms as to interfere with free access to them by the public: Pro-
vided, however, That the Secretary of the Interior may, under such
rules and regulations and on such terms as he may prescribe, grant
the privilege to graze live stock within any national park, monu-
ment, or reservation herein referred to when in his judgment such
use is not detrimental to the primary purpose for which such park,
monument, or reservation was created, except that this provision
shall not apply to the Yellowstone National Park: And provided
further, That the Secretary of the Interior may grant said privi-
leges, leases, and permits and enter into contracts relating to the
same with responsible persons, firms, or corporations without ad-
vertising and without securing competitive bids: And provided fur-
ther, That no contract, lease, permit, or privilege granted shall be
assigned or transferred by such grantees, permittees, or licensees,
without the approval of the Secretary of the Interior first obtained
in writing.

SEc. 4. [16 U.S.C. 4] That nothing in this Act contained shall
affect or modify the provisions of the Act approved February fif-
teenth, nineteen hundred and one, entitled “An Act relating to
rights of way through certain parks, reservations, and other public
lands.” 2

1In section 2, the “Hot Springs Reservation” is now known as “Hot Spring National Park”.
See section 1 of the Act of March 4, 1921 (41 Stat. 1407).

1S0 in law. Should probably be “No natural” without the comma.

2The law referred to in section 4 is classified at 16 U.S.C. 79.
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3 A. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ORGANIC ACT Sec. 5

SEC. 5. [16 U.S.C. 1 note] SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “National Park Service Organic
Act”.
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